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CURLY, CUSTER INDIAN SCOUT, DENOUNCED AS ROMANCER
Justice William E. Morris, Who Was a

Corporal in Seventh Cavalry, Says
Indian's Story Is Fantastical

11,1.1AM K. MnltltIS, now aW Justice of the Munit'liml Court
In Tin- - Hronx, was n trooper
in till' Seventh Pulled State

Cavalry when Gcorgo 12. Custer and
IiIm command, consisting ( .71 men
of Unit regiment it tul some civil-
ians .iud Indian scouts, were wiped out
at tlic battle of Uir Utile Hk' Horn,
Mont., fought on Juno 1876.
against Sloux uml Northern Cheyenne
Indians. Justice Morris wan with
Major Itcno's command two miles away

'from flu- - we tie of the liattle at the
time of the disaster ami thus escaped
the fate of III comrades. Justice Mor-
ris has u strong grievance against
Curly, a Craw Indian wont.

Mr, Morris studied law uml was mi-

ni It ted to the luir after having been
hoiioralily discharged from the army,
lie entile to New York to live it mi 111 --

I xt of j cur ago. In atldltlon to hold-
ing tiel office of Justtco he Im a Cap-
tain hi the Sixty-nint- h regiment, Na-
tional' j(iuanl of New York, lie was
twice wounded on the day of the hat-ti- e,

lit) was transported from the d;

with many other soldiers of
the Hventh Cavalry to 1'ort Kcogh,
where, lie recovered and wan enabled
to tight again, this time In the Neil
Perec cjimpalgn.

Hisj , aimnzcincut and anger were
nrouscA a few day ago when he read
a deviated from Chicago in the New
York imperii reciting a tide, which Curly
told lu that city while on hi way from
Ids home In Mohtami'to Washington- -

It tdtould In-- explained that at the'
court Of Inquiry held hy order of the
War tvpnrtinent some months after the
Kittle, jfor the purpose of ascertaining
the fiiel.H connected with the killing of
ncnrl-f.vne-lia- of the Seventh Cavalry
It woh .shown that four Crow scouts.
Curly, Hull Plenty, Hairy Moccasin
and were with
Custci's column until within half an
hour r less of the commencement of
the u'utual lighting with the Inutile,
llloody Knife, a Hee scout, was with
Major 'Heno's column.

Tim Wal Curly, whose photograph ac-

companies this article and whom the
court of Inquiry verltled. Is mentioned
in the "Vanishing Utice" hy Hodman
Wunilniakcr.

Just the Sloux and Cheyenne
attacked Custer, having lirst attacked
Iteno down the valley, the four Crow
scouts. In accordance with the recog-
nized custom which existed in the early
days In the West, were permitted to
leave the Custer column for the pur-
pose of stealing ponies from the en-

emy, If possible: then making their
way to their own camp, many miles
distant.

The four Crowe found the Sloux and
Northern Cheyenne in such force that
It mis all they could do to save their
own lives, which they did by making
their way through the hostile lines to
the Utile ltig Horn Hlvcr. a couple of
miles away, and there lying submerged

"th nothing but their noses showing
ubove the water until night, when they
succeeded In getting away in the dark-
ness undiscovered by the enemy.

Curly's claim to be the sole survivor
of the Custer battle has long been
known In the West. .t the time of the
Chicago exposition a white man who
had lived In Montana for many years
and was designated as a squaw man,
having married an Indian wife, saw an
opportunity to capitalize Curly as "the

WHEN BLACKFEET INDIANS DANCE THEIR SACRED FESWAlJy,1
to yourself a vast treeless

PICTUItK with high snow capped
in the distance. On

this level stretch of ground
Indian tepees are arranged lu a semi-
circle. Some are white, others are
yellow or red or brown. At one side
two tall trees are stripped of their
branches. This Is for the ceremonies
of the medicine lodge. There is u
motley crowd of Indians uu foot and on
horseback. Mingling with them are
white men and women from the ad-
joining country. All tire massed around
a circular rope fence, Inside of which
the llltckfet-- t Indians are holding their
annual festival with stories and sacred
dances.

If you were in Montana last June
this Is what you would have witnessed
when -- .000 licgan Indians from Canada
and this country held at Drowning,
the Indian reservation just outside of
Glacier National Park, their remarkuh
festival. The varl-colore- d tepees held
members of many tribes of Indians.
The dances which were witnessed nr.
old, old, so ancient that the Indian
cannot tell when they started. The
headed Jackets, strange feathered head-
dress, medicine bags and deerskin suits
Which Indian chiefs weur cannot he
purchastil for money and the strange
chants are handed down from father
to son.

If you press closer to the rope fence
ural mingle more freely
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only man, white' or Indian, who suc-
ceeded in escaping from the Custer bat-

tlefield." He jhereforo took him to the
exposition and put him on exhibition.
Thousand of persons paid to see one
who they wero told 'had succeeded In
escaping from the very Jaws of death.
Curly accepted with much huuteur the
utteiition. wonder and Interest wWch he
aroused on (lie part of visitors.

The tale he recently told In Chicago
was even more sensational and tilled
with a greater number of misstatements
than any ever previously narrated, ac-

cording to Capt. Morris. Only the more
Important of these were discussed by
Justice Morris a few days ago. Among
these arc Curly's statements that he
was called llloody Knife, that the In-

dians never purposely killed a hostile
Indian scout, that the night before the
battle he entered the Sloux camp and
tite with a noted
Sloux stibchlef, who In the next day's
tight, as has been proved by the records,!
killed Capt. Tom Custer, a brother of
the General, and ate his heart In the
ftlltilmeiit of nil oath he took when
Capt. Custer iirrested him at the Title
Hldge agency for the murder of u white
army veterinary surgeon: that the
night before the battle he was sent by
Hen. Custer to summon Major Kcno and
Capt. Henteen to hli aid, that he reached
Iteno, who refused to obey the order:
that he then went on to Henteen, who
was a short disr nice away with a de-

tachment of the Seventh, and who sent
a number of soldiers, under a subordi-
nate otllcer, to "Custer's assistance, and
that alt of these men died with the Gen-
eral.

"In the famtl.ir picture of 'Custer's
Last Fight' the llgtire of an Indian is
shown pushing his way toward Custer
as he falls," sold Curly. "Well. I nm
that Indian. I reached Custer's side
and held his head as he fell back dead."

Curly declared that the artist who
painted this picture should not have
shown Custer and his men scalK'd or
otherwise mutilated on the Held of bat-

tle. "There was no scalping anil no
mutilation." he said. 'Tour hundred
and seventy-thre- e otllcers and soldiers
were killed but not a mark was found
on them except those made by bullets.

"I was free to come and go after the
battle. Just as before. I testltled both
at the court-marti- and at the trial of

e. My testimony and
the work of some high juiced lawyers
saved his life, but we could not save
him from prison He died In the mil-
itary prison at Port Leavenworth four-
teen years later"

Curly, who has of late taken the name
of Hen Mcintosh, now says that his
father was a Scotchman and that he
was kidnapped In infancy by the con-

federated Coma miles. Kiowas and Arap-ahoe- s.

He says he did not wear a pair
of trousers or eat a piece of white bread
until he was years old.

"In Curly we have a particularly line
specimen of the great North American
romancer." said dipt. Morris In com-
menting on Curly's story. "His tale Is
so fantastical as to be almost Interest-
ing, but for the sake of history and In
Justice to the memory of Custer and the
1'71 otllcers. soldiers and civilians Who
died with him -- for there were some
civilians who fell there on those two
days, including Charley Reynolds, the
famous white scout: Mark Kellogg, the
correspondent for a New York morning
newspaper; Uostou Custer, a relative of

lookers you will see among the crowd
white men in khaki suits, high boots,
sombreros, and they and the white
women with them have come from
nent by Glacier National Park. Hvery
one I watching the dance, which last
for four or live day anil which affoid
the Indian an opportunity to renew
acquaintances and go through rellgiou.- -

celcmonles.
Perhaps by your side Is a young

Indian girl on a pony with trapping
of beadwork, next to her Ii a New York
society woman, and Jogging elbows with
her is an old Indian squaw with blanket
or be.-ulr- rape and black hair braided
down her back. In her arms she holds
a blinking Indian hah. strapped to the
buck board and swathed In embroidered
and beaded blankets which lace to-

gether. On the outskirts of the crowd
are Indians sitting on horses to which
are attached the travols for carrying
burdens, for they nu. have come a
long dlstunce. Over all. the onlookers,
the dancing chiefs, the singing and
swaying Indians, the hot sun lieats

own.
Then suddenly the chiefs cease to

chant. Several other leaders of the
tribe push Into the circle and begin a
rhythmic song. Tomtoms are beaten,
the Indian braves shout nnd leap, com-
ing down always on the ground on a
certain beat of the music. The Indian
women, leaping to their feet. Join In a
circle that revolve and revolves and
produces a hypnotic Inlluencc which in
some case seize the white onlooker.
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Bears (87 years) at council near
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the General, who was not In the army,
and-sever-

al Indian scouts his tldlcu-lou- s

tales should be checked up ami
shown to be the rank untruths they
are.

"The fact K the last man, white or
friendly Indian, who saw Custer ami his
men alive n the battle began, and lived
to tell the tale, was a Seventh Cavalry
trumpeter, an Italian, whose name I

have forgotten, who was nent by Cus-

ter's adjutant US a despatch hearer to
Capt. lletiteeti, who was three miles 11

or so distant with the ammunition
packs, this despatch containing the
words: 'Henteen. Hurry up. Hrlng packs.
Ulg camp. Hurry up.'

"This man did actually succeed hi
evading the fast approaching hostile
and reaching Henteen, but by that time

These Itlackfeet Indians with their
love songs, their wolf songs, Sloux cele-

bration songs, chitdien's game songs
and trlbil hymns fascinate ou. Their
dances, the sun dance, the grain dance,
the grass dance, are among the mint
Interesting given by the Indians.
Though some of these ledmen may or-

dinarily dress ill the More clothes of tile
white man they an- - all Interested
enough In their trltMl dances to assume
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McDermott.
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genuine Curly Old Custer scout.

the Indians had attacked both Hen-teen- 's

ami Keno's columns, and to the
number of thousands swarmed between
those columns mid that of Custer, (iood
reason for Iteno and Henteen not go-

ing to Custer's aid: they were them-
selves fighting for their lives and sur-
rounded by Indians. It was out of all
human possibility for either of these
columns to have readied Cu-te- r.

"Hy the way, the trumx-te- r referred
to was, until a few years ago at least,

ticket chopper on the New York
Ninth avenue elevated road.

"To continue about Curly: llloody
Knife, by which name he sa be was
knotwi to the Indians, was a Hee
Indian, and a chief. He was a scout
with Major Hello's column. I .saw him
killed by a Northern Cheyenne In the

their ancestral garb when the dance
nnd song festivals occur. They look
upon man) of these ceremonies as hav-
ing religious character expressive of
their belief. The Mill dance iis given
hy them always Ins It beginning In a
woman's prayer for the recovery of the
sick and the whole tribe come together'
to fiiltll vows to fast ami to pra, a
well as to seek what diversion daucln
afford

The chief dancer of these Indians,
who 'appears In the evening to dance for
the guests at the Glacier Park Hotel, Is
Chief Pish Wolf Kobe. He has many
hanilMime costumes, Some of them are
of buckskin y(i 'necklace of muny
strands rtf.'licails and legulns and inoe-Xuslh-

drrtu'irie'ntf-d- ' with porcupine
nutfrs. Whntm'r 'chief trfiy Wear it war
bonnet of feathers tipped with stained
horsehair, otter and mink skins are
woven In and out and the animals' tall
hang down behind. Ilracdets and leg-gi-

of tanned deer skin ornamented
with porcupine quills 'arc common.

The lllackfcet Indians have from time
Immemorial known of n wonderful trail
which runs north nnd south along the
Itoeky Mountain's. According to au-

thorities who have gained the con- -

tli.it days tight, lie was within llfty
feet of mi- - at the time. This was soon
after Chief thill, the great war chief
of the Sloux nation, nud only second
In authority to Sitting Hull, attacked
us, together with Two Moons, the fa-
mous war chief of the Northern Chey-eiine- s.

"At about the same time I saw Isaiah,
a negro Indian r from Port
Kcovh, ami a white contract doctor,
shot and killi-il- . l'.u.l KnlfV, hy the
way, was forly-tlv- e eis of age at the
time of his death, while Curly was
then a young man,

"Incidentally, 1 recall that llloody
Knife came Into our camp the night be-

fore the battle from a scout thirty miles
up the valley of the Utile lilg Horn,
and reported to Gen. Custer that there

tldence of the chief, no one know 1mv
old this trail is. It Is called the "Old
North Trail" and Is worn deep by (In-

fect of travellers.
Though it Is not lis, d much now

since railroads have come, the deep
nits still show amid we.iN and mo.sses.
This trail runs at a uniform distance
pom the Uockies, passes near where
the city of Helena now stands and ex-

tends south as far us Mexico,

The truil makers

The road has been frequented by
Canadian Indians ns well ns Amerlenn
rcdmcn and It forks where Calgary
stand In Canada. Thl old Ilorth trull
has many traditions connected with It

nnd stories are told of eMilitlou of
Canadian Indian who 'went south to
the .ilurk skinned l:vi)' t.Mexicans).
It took twelve moons' or' steady travel-
ling.

There lire many legends In Glacier
National Park connected with the early
life of the Hlackfeet tribe, One of
these associated with the beautiful
Two Medicine l.ukes, which are reached
In half a day from Glacier station.
Here Is the story ns told hy ,u Itlack-
feet chief:

"Many year ago there was a famine
In the land of the lllackfcet, which Is

Curly, Who Says
as

of
were 'heap Hlous' there, nt the same
tlino plucking up handfuls of grass and
showing the 'Individual blades to the
General for the purpose of Illustrating
how thick the enemy were.

"Curlv says that hostile Indians m ver
kill an Indian scout Intentlotmlly. Pre-

cisely th" contrary Is the case. In the
early days in the West they Invariably
killed Indian scouts with white troops
because they regarded them as traitors
to their race. The llees and the Sloux
tire hereditary enemies, an the Crows
und the Sloux, too, have always been.
The Slou on one side and the (Vows
mid the Iters on the other always killed
each other whenever the opportunity
presented Itself. Irrespective of whether
or not the Crows or llees were acting
as scouts for white men.

"Curly, like Yellow Pace and Two-I- t
who were scouts with

Heno as well as llloody Knife, Is what
Is known In Montana ns a mountain
Crow; that is, in earlier days their
range was In the mountains rather than
on the plains, as was the case with
another branch of the Crow tribe. No
one that I ever heard of ever was told
until recently that Curly claimed a
Scotchman as u father, or that he had
been kidnapped when a child by the
Comanehes. Kiowas and Arapahoe,
who are plain Indians. The two for-ti- i'

r tribes lived In Texas, while the
Arapahoe ranged In Kansas and Colo-lad- o.

bundled of miles to the soilUi.
None of these tribes ever came as far
north as Montana.

"As to what Curly says about having,
been sent by Gen. Custer us a mes-
senger to Iteno and Henteen with orders
for them to Join him ilp the valley, and
which would have been .lune 1!4, the
night before tin- - light, that Is absolute
nonsense. The fact Is the entire
column did not separate until well
along lu the morning of .lime i.". when
Custer and his men went up one side
of the valley to attack the hostile' camp
from ,'ihutc, while Hciio and hi men,
with I Vnii en in support, and the pack
train In the rear of these, again, were
t. strike the enemy from the lower
end of the alley, thus catching the
Indian camp between them.

"Custer dlil not become engaged with
(lie enemy, however, until about 1

o'clock In the afternoon of .lime L'.". lie
was then some two miles from Iteno
and Henteen, but we could tell from
the heavy tiling lu his direction that
he was despcratoly engaged. We heard
thing In volley, which wo took to per-
haps be meant as signals that Custer
was heavily attacked and needed help,
which we could not irlve him.

"If, then, the main column did not
separate until the morning of .lune IT,,
how and why should Cnter have sent
Curly with orders to liono anil Hen-

teen on June '.'I. when at that very
time they and other officers were In
council with him. and mi dene that he
could have reached them by stretch-
ing forth hi haniK'

"Had Curly, a row, and an avowed
enemy of the Sloux. entered their camp
the night before the battle and eaten
with e, a he says he
did, he would never have come out of
there alive. The Slouv Would have
scalped i ill and burned him at the
stake, as was their pleasant custom
with enemies they es laity hated.

"This Indian romancer continues his
riile ulou tale by saying that Uo.icrat
Cu-t- er killed fourteen Indl.uii with his

set down by my father from 1S35 to
1N37. At that time the Itlackfeet In-
dians owned everything from Hudson
P.ay to the l!o.-k- j .Mountains, nnd In
ah that laud there was no gieen spot
except lu tin Mille that I called Two
Medicine liven the buffalo left the
country ' a'i-- o there was no food for
them and iln- Indians that sought
refuge In the mountains found no game
or nn thpig i eat tept

"Then tin- - old men of the tribe with-
drew to the valley thill Is now called
Two Medicine and built Ihere two niedl-- ,
cine lodges, so great was their need.
They worshipped the Great Spirit and
prnynl to be told what they should do

saved from the famln'. And the
Great Hprllt linard .them and 'directed
them to .send seven of their pfttrlurMi.
to the Chief Mounliiln, where the wind
god was then residing,

"They followed these directions and
seven of their oldest men retired to
Chief Mountain, and there surely was
the wind god. He stood at the summit
of the mountain and the wings extend-
ing from his shoulders spre id wide over
tho valleys. He faced north, east, south
and west and his wing quivered ns he
stood, The old men worshipped him

AT

He Was Called
Bloody Knife, roses "Unly

Survivor Custer Massacre"
sabre, lieforc he fell. There was 'n,t a
snhrn In our entire command, imr m- -
deed, one nearer than Port Al.i., mi
Lincoln, some live hundred iiu'm ii
thereabouts, distant, when we left in
when we started on the expediii.m nil
side arms consisted of earblu,
pistols.

hI
Any Indian, as well .i, nit

white man, who Is conversant wn' tin.
mode of warfare between Indian-troop- s aim

during the early d.i.M in
West Is well uwale that sabres
never used.

"As for Curly's asseiiioa ttint in.
talked with Custer during the iMhi ,,
that he held Custer's head when n ,n
otllcer fell hack dead, shot through the
heart hy a Sloux, It is quite on a par
With the rest of what he sas.

"Again, his declaration that Urn. a,,
no scalping or other mutllatum r ill,
dead white men ami Indian i, v

the enemy Is grossly untrue. Tin
nearly every one of them, scalp, d. al-

though it has always been .nul, -i

that Custer himself was not scalpi out
of respect for his bravery, although tin
doubt the temptation to take his --

was very great.
(

"Pew of the dead on our side i scapn)
mutilation. If any. The chararti r uf
some of the forms uf mutilation wa too
terrible to ntlon In print even
after all these years, and they
have been known lu detail to the m,n
can people.

"To make matters worse, th ',.ii,.
was fought In very hot weather. Winn
the battle was over the Indians s, t tire
to the dry grass, the result Mug ii.ii
many of the soldiers' bodies en-hi- inil
This, together with the hot weather in, I

the mutilations, left the bodies n, :l

shocking condition.
"I was shot through the body m ih

llrsl day's tight under Iteno unl fell

from my horse. I managed to i,aih
the top of the bluff, where oltl toii.
made a stand until the second day. whin
the Indians drew off on healing fiem
their scouts of the approach of Cm
Gibbous and Gen. Terry, whine iio,,pM

consisted chlelly of infantry, or ,,iu
guns,' as tile Indians designate,! foot
soldiers as distinguished from
The Indians raced for the Canadian
which they hoped to cross before

troops could overtake 'lin
and till they succeeded In doihk

"Prom where I lay in what w.n I g
illicit by the name of Held lep.' I

could see the river bottom below .inl
the side hilts dotted with the lins
of our men, dead and wound., i

gether with n number of the . m n
I saw Sloux and Northern Ch- - i ..

sqtiaWH Collie on the battletleld .I'.-- l

our wounded with stone war i'.ii- i-
knives and mutilate both them aiid '
dead.

"Willie the.--e terrible scene-- , wi r.
being enacted many of us w..ip i,

who were on top of the bluff, and mi
out of the Indian's reach, were b.-.-

operated on by the surgeons, the ',
hoards, or wooden ends of wagons !!!.

for operating tables, wIim A

were propped up against ammiii
boxes or sack of oats.

"The facts I have given can en- - '

corroborated by those otllcers and
of the Seventh Cavalry who f
with Heiio on those two menwr
days, and who are still living, and
are a number of them, some of
still serving in the army.

"As for Curly, he ought to
as a professional pre at

and a public nuisance."

Hymns Fascinate Spectators
fiom afar but were afraid to come
him to make their prayers, and i

their long Journey they went
empty handed to their people.

"Then the meiliciue men d.r
theni to se.ul fourteen of their tt
and bravest young warriors tu ti'i
with the wind god. The-- e young
also when they readied the iim it
and saw the win' god were afri.-- l

they diew nearer and nearer

and finally they ilitvd t.. i .

skins he was wearing Tin
their prayer to lilm and he ei

Ills wings quivered and qllivelnl i

gradually clouds began to gailn i '

the plains and the iam fell a
o dellpp', He slretell'e-- l ei v

wld"' over the plain telling th, m
go hack there nud they .would Hud
buffalo.

"Tim warriors then desci-inl- d t

valley and brought the good lieu-the- ir

people, and they found t It

ready the buffalo had come b.e i

the famine was broken. And wi
ward the valley was culled the
or the Two Medicine lu mcu.orv .a

medicine lodges that were there er-t-

the Gteat Spirit In the tine
famine."
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